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2—© Lthough the depthes of the Coun- 

$85 (cl of Goo, and the ſecrets of the 
© wayes of the moſt high. cannot be 
SSL ſounded nor found out by us, till 

v3) they be diſcovered and unſecreted 
by himſelf; yet ſo far as we can 
conceiveandconſider of the courſe 
of divine providence ia our preſent affaires, we be. 


 gintothink, that the Lo Þ is about ſome great work 


in the earth. For the cup which hath been propined 
to other reformed Kirks is at this time preſented un- 
to us: We have uſed all meanes by our earneſt inter- 
cefſions, by our true remonſtrances and humble ſup- 
plications, toinforme his Majeſtie, and to deprecate 
his wrath: but finde both his eares poflcſled by the 
falſe and ſpitefull miſinformations of the late pre- 
tended Prelats, and of ſuch as hope to catch ſome 
great things in our troubled waters: whereby his Ma- 
jeſties wrath waxeth hotereveryday:as is tooſenſible 
to us his Majeſties humble and loyall ſubjects, who 
were expecting a gracious anſwer toour laſt ſuppli- 
cation, and may be apparantto all men, by thelate 
Proclamation and Declaration in England Feb. 27, 
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ordained to be read incvery Kirk within that king- 

dome... = Revs mw 
We are indeed confident and comforted in this; 

that the gates of hell ſhall not prevaile againſt the 


| cauſe mantained:by us, and that in the end glory 


ſhall be to G o Þ in the higheſt by the teſtimony 
which ſhall be given ro the kingdome of his ſon 
Izsus Currsr nowinqueſtion, that peace ſhall be 
onearth, and good-will and loving.kindneſle ſhall be 
tothe people of Gop.. But in the meane time itcan- 


" not but wound our hearts and grieve us ſore; that we 


are brought to this extremity , that we muſt either 
periſh undertheburthen of ſo many foule aſperſions, 
or be conſtrained, to appeare in termes of contradi- 
ion againſt ſuch pieces and' Proclamations asthe 
malice of our adverſaries , prevailing with his Maje- 
ſty , doth lybell and ſend out continually againſt us. 

Although the foreſaid Proclamation and Declara- 
tion chargeth us with nothing materiall , which we 
have not from the ſincerity of our hearts and the ma- 
nifeſt truth. and reaſons of our proceedings abound- 
antly anſwered' before, in our printed Proteſtations, 
information, and anſwers unto the Declaration made 
by his Majeſties Commiſſioner,and unto the Biſhops 
their Declinatour, yet leſt by our filence the cauſe of 
Gop andourinnocency indefending thereof, receive 


the ſmalleſt prejudice in the mindes of the well affe«. 


ed, and that wemay yet more convincethe conſci- 
ences, if not cloſe the moutrhes, of gur ſelf.condem- 
ned enemies, weſhall not wearie to. make a ſummarie 
repetition and true application of what hath beea 
formerly written at large. — 

On The 
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The title beareth, 1. that the Proclamation is in- 
tended to informe the loving ſubjetts of England;which 
is the deſire ofour hearts, and for which we have la- 
boured; being confident that all his Majeſties loving 
' ſubjects of England, after true and full information, 
wil allow of our actjons, as proceeding fromthe love 

of Cuxrsr, and of our King and countrey, which 
tous are inſeparably joyned, and whereia weare ſo 
emulous, that we are heartily grieved , and think our 
ſelves heavily wronged, that-in love and loyaltie, we 
ſhould be reckoned ſecond, or inferiour, to any ſub- 
jects in the Chriſtian world, Bur whattruthofinfor- 
mation may be expected from our Prelats,with their 
pages and paraſites, who can have no hope of ryſing 
again, but from our certaine ruine, all the judicious 
ſubjets of Z»zland may eaſily diſcerne, 
\ 2. The title beareth that by our [editions prattiſes we 
are ſetking to overthrow his Maje#ties regall power under 
the falſe pretences of religion, None of all our ations. 
is more challenged of ſedition, then our neceſlarie 
confeſfion of Faithand nationall Covenant, wherein, 
we are ſo far from overturning regall authority, that 
we declared before God er men that we had no intention or 
deſire to attempt any thing that might turne to the dimi. 
nution of the Kings greatneſſe and authority . We could. 
not ſo much as imagin, thatthe refuſing of the ſervice. 
book, and therejeding of Epiſcopall government, 
which two over-turne the frame of Gods*'worthip 
and the diſcipline of the Kirk , as they were hereeſta. 
bliſhed, ſhould ever have been interpreted to be the 
overthrowing of regall power; The pillfrs oftrue 
regall power are religion and righteouſneſle, wa 
y. 


25 Sam, 
16,12, 


Marg, are ye when men ſhall revileyou and perſecute you, and 
II, 


(38689: 
'by our oath we haveendevored to eſtabliſh, andare 
confident, if we can have them in peace, ſhall be ſeen 
by all the world to be ſtrong ſupporters of his Maje- 
ſties throne. Our pradiſes are called ſeditious, our 
carriages tumuliuons , our returnes froward and per- 
verſe , our intentions traiterous,our informations and 
declarations infamons lybels, our proteſtations wuti- 
us, our covenant aband or rather a conſpiracie againſt 
the Lords anoynted,pretended to be with God, that we may 
with the better countenance dothe works of the djvell,ſuch 
as are treaſons and rebellions, our preparations for de- 
fence hoFile, as if the King were our ſworn enemy, our 
aimes to be the invaſion of the good ſubjects of England, 
zo make whole our broken fortunes, our ations increaſing 
and dareing inſolencies, our preſent caſe a brain-ſick di- 


ſemper, our ſelves evil and traiterouſly affeited perſons, 
fattions and turbulent ſpirits &c. To which weanſwer, 


1. It may be that the Lord will look on our afflittion, and 
that the Lord will requite good for this curſing.. Bleſied 


ſhall ſay all manner of evill azainit you for my ſake, 


2. Theſe railing accuſations have proceeded from 
the unchriſtian hearts of our Prelats,who are rageing 
waves of the ſea, foaming out their own ſhame, and . 
thereby give publick proof, that by theſentence of 
excommunicationfrom the Kirk, they are indeed de- 
livered unto Satan, the ſpirit which now worketh 
mightily in them. - All their revilings againſt us, ſhall 
not draw from us one word, which may reflet upon 
the Kings Majeſtic. They havelearned an arte, like 
unto that practiſed of old, cunningly to inſert the 
image of their Hierarchie, into the Kings FRY 
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that no man can do reverence tothe one, but hemuſt 
adorethe other, no man ſpeak, or do, againſtthe one, 
but he muſt ſpeak, and do againſt the other. But we 
are not unacquainted with theircraft, and God hath 
taught us the way to honourthe King,and deteſttrea- 
ſon, ſeditionand rebellion, without honour done to 
them, and without the perfidious acknowledging 
of their abjured tyrannie. 3. By two things all 
men may perceive, that the Prelats would have their 
anger to come to amilſchief: the one is, that they uſe 
extreme bitterneſle of words. Yet in thisthey faile of 
_ their end; that their words arerather common rail- 
ings and flyting, then ſharp, pointed and proper,more 
labouring to ſpeak all the evill they can deviſeagainſt 
us, then to ſpeak any truth againſt our perſonsaad 
cauſe. The other is, that they would ingage his Ma- 
jeſtie ſo far in their buſineſle, that no place may be 
left to a retreat. But in thisalſo we truſt they ſhall be 
diſappointed, and that they ſhall never induce his 
Majeſtie, to act any thing which is not revocable;, 
Princes who ought to be commonparents, will not 
make themſelvesa party; for that were to overthrow 
the boat by unequall weight on the one fide, and, 
make not only the paſſengers , bur him thar fitreth at 
the helme to periſh; which our Prelats have deſperat- 
Iychoſen, rather then torepent, or with Tas to caſt 
themſelves in the ſea, that they may periſh atone. 
Theirmaximeis old; when we are dead and gone,let the - 
earth be burnt up with fire. þ. - | 

In the narrative we are glad that they judge of our 
intentions (which aredireQtly known to Gov only) 


by. our proceedings and aQtions before the world: 
) | which. 


» 
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which againſt their obloquies and miſconſtrutions 
we juſtifie, 1, By our long ſuffering the outrages 
and infolencies ofthe Prelats; who againſt the unity: 
of hearts, authority of Aſſemblies , order of Miniſte- 
r:e, purity of doctrine and worſhip and wholere- 
formatioa of religion in this Kirk (which was the 
wonderfull work of Gods greateſt mercy to this 
kingdome, andthe glory of our land) for no other 
end, but for ſatisfying their ambition and avarice 


* (which-are knowntd be the two great inchanters of 


naturall men,and have provencruell Harpyes againſt 
religion)they did overturneall;bringing in for unity, 
diviſion,for authority of Aſſemblies, their own uſur- 
pation, fororder of the Miniſterie, epiſcopall tyran- 
nie, and for the purity of worſhip, firſt humane in- 
ventions , and thereafter (being now grown by their 


rents and Lordly digaities., by their power over the 


Miniſters and other lieges, by their places in Parlia- 
ment, Councell, Sefton, Exchequer,and high Com- 
miſſion to a plenipotent dominion and greatneſſe) 


© they frame a book of Canons for ruling the Kirk and 


diſpoſing upon religion at their pleaſure. And yet 
allthis time the greateſt oppoſition was the zeale of 
ſome preachers in giving teſtimonieto the truth, and 
ſealing the ſameby their ſufferings, and thegroaning 
ofthe people, and their crying to God,that he would 
come down and deliver them from theſe more then 
Egyptian taskmaſters. _ 2. By the peaceablneſſe of 
our proceedings , everfince we begune to appeare in 
apublick way of oppoſition: although their inſolen- 
cie aſcended ſo high as without conſent or know« 
ledge of the Kirk, they have frameda ſervice book 
thy to 
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_Majeſtie for a generall Aſſembly and Parliament, as 
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to be received in allthe Kirks of the kingdome.as the 

only forme of Gods publick worſhip, procured let-. 
ters ofhorning. againſt Miniſters for that effe, pra- 
Riſed it themſelves, and not only diſcharged ſome 
Readersand Miniſters who refuſed the bogk;, butal- 
ſo obtained a charge, that no man under the paine of 
death ſhould ſpeak againſt the Biſhops or their ſer- 
vice book: Andyetalthough the book was brought 
in without order, and-known to bea change of the 
whole forme of Gods worſhip; The Noblemen, 
Barrones, Burgeſſes, Miniſters and Commons con- 
veening although in a-very great number, yet in 
moſt peaceable manner without any tumult, did on- 


. Iy ſupplicat moſt ſubmiſly the Lords of his Majeſties 


Councell, and dire their ſupplications to his Ma- 
jeſtiefor remeeding their juſt and important grievan- 


. ces... Thirdly, when their ſupplications received no 


other anſwer, but terrible Proclamations condem- 
ning all their meetings and proceedings , and highly 
allowing the#&vils which were their grievances; 
their complaints againſt the many haynous crimes 
of the Prelats were notheard, and rheir diſtreſles ſtill 
preſſing themmore; The ſupplicants. entering;into a 
deeper ſcarch ofthe cauſes of all their evils,;and ofthe 
barring oftheir ſupplications;found them to be from 


- themſelves and their_ former perfidious dealing a- 


gainſt the Covenant of God. And therefore reſolved . 
to renew their nationall oath and Covenantwirhſo- 
lemne humiliation and prayers to God for reconci- 
liation, and for better ſyccefſe afterward. They re- 
ſolve alſo to renew their ſupplicationtothe Kings 


the 
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the ordinarie and able meanes to redreſſetheir evils, 
and efſayed all poſſible. wayes of preſeatingit. They . | 
anſwered to the full all exceptions taken againſt the 
Covenant, andleft nothing undone, which beſcemed 
Chriſtian ſubje&s, who honour God and feare the 
King. Fourthly, after many petitions and long ex- 
ſpeRation when a generall Aſſembly was conveened 
by his Majeſties ſpeciall indi&ion, and orderly con- 
ſtitute in'all: the members thereof, in the preſence of | 
his Majeſties Commiſſioner ; we were forbidden to | 
4, Proceed and commanded to riſe, without any juſt 
" ) cauſe offered by us. In this/ extremity of the precipi- 
rating of the Kirk and kingdome ina world of confu- 
fions upon the one ſide, and of firting after the inter- 
diction, on the other part, we choſedthat courſe 
which was warranted by Chriſt, was moſt agreable 
tohis Majeſties will formerly manifeſted, and to-the 
. Ppublick weale, as is contained intheſupplication of 
the generall- Aſſembly. direted to his” Majeſtie, 
whereofno mention is made in theproclamatis.Since 
that time we have been threatned with armies and 
| hoſtile invaſion from Enzland,againft which we have 
been preparing for our - lawtfull and neceſſarie de- 
fence, farfrom the lcaft thought of invading or harm- 
ing our neighbours. Our wayes then have been, after 
long filence, no other but humble ſupplications to 
God and the King, neceſſary Proteftarions, religi- 
ous renewing of our nationall Covenant, fitting in a 
generall Aſſembly conveened by his Majeſties indi- 
Con, information and preparation for necſſaric de- 
fence againſt open hoſtility. The particular evidences | 
of our traiterous intentions are exprefled inthe Pro- 
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clamatianto be: Fitſt, 1he rmltitude of infamom libelr 
ſtuffed full of calunmnies azainſt the K "ge authority, If 
any peice coming from us had been here deſigned, 
our anſwere might have been particulare; And there- 
forein generall we are bold to affirme, that what hath 
paſſed from our hands of that kinde, as it hath been 
- meanr to cleare our intentions of diſloyalry, ſo it 
carricth nothing withitwhich can merite ſo foule an 
- aſperfion, all being doneboth in matter and expreſ- 
fion with the higheft refpe& we could conceiveto 
his Majeſties ſacred perfan and royal{authority , and 
with the beſt:conſtruction of his Majeſties proceed- 
ings. Secondly, letters ſent toprivate perſons in London 
aud (ending ſore Covenanters to privatmectitigs at LOn- 
don re incite people againft the King and to pervert then 
from their daty ; A. traiterous intention we:confeſſe, 
which will never be ſo happie as to harboure ina 
Loyall breſt. And as weare afſuredthat ſuch miſſives 
or meſſengers were never ſent fromthe Covenanters 
in common; So muſt it be, either cunning inthe Pre- 
lates, to alledge that which we cannot pravetobe 
falſe, or-malice to attribute thatunto us, which pri- 
vate petſons have done from their own. motions 
without our knowledge: That in ſuchatimethere 
fhould be found libels or licenttous difcourſes, falſe 
news running upand down, and letters carryingrhe 
names of ſuch aythores as neverſawthem, ſhould 
ſeem nothing ſtrange. And whether the ſearch offuch 
things withroo greatdiligence,and the ſuppreſſing of 
them by too much ſeyerity,or thenegletand deſpy- 
{ing of them by 2athority,bethe beſt remedie againſt 
them,ler ſtateſmen judge, Iris known when water is 
DI Bn ſtopped 
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ſtoppedoneway it runneth-afunder and breaketh out 
many WAayes. | OEREEDLS bY Nr 
Thirdly , Our publick contemning of all his Majeſties 
juif-commands,,and our nutinons proteſting againſt them, 
Ic is-our delight to obey his Majeſtiesjuſt commands, 
_ andis farre from our hearts tocontemneany of his 
Majeſties commands; although unjuft, 'or to proteſt 
mutinouſly againſt them: Bur ro proteſt ina faire 
way, and as beſeemerh duetifull ſubjects, 1sa courſe 
cuſtomeable,Tegalland ordinare , and inſome caſes 
ſo neceflare for preſervation of right , and preventing 
| ofevil; thar at ſometimes ir cannotbe omitred,and at 
no timecangive juſt offence. Fourthly; The fourth 
evidence beareth three-points, which require particu- 
lare anſwere.. 1. 75at no Covenant or band of that na- 
tures warrantable without civill: authoritie. This ex- 
ception hath been ſo' fully! anſwered-/from! warrands 
of divine & humane authority, botlreccleftaſticall 8& 
Civill, from the praRtiſe ofthe godly of old, fromthe 
example of our Religious progenitors, fromthe.con- 
tinned ſubſcriptionuſed inthisKirk;and from the na- 
zure of the oath it ſelf, which is nationall,that we truſt 
' all men, who are not ſtrangers to whatwe have-writ- 
ren , are ſatisfied to the full,except the Prelats & their 
'-adherents, who are endleſſe in their cavillations, and 
craftily labour to bring us back again to the beginning 
ofthe.controverſie;that they may (if it were poſſible) 
undoe what hath been-done by us. 2. That we have 
rejetted the Covenant commanded by amthoritie ; becauſe 
commanded by anthoritie. The reaſons not of our re- 
jecting, but of our modeſt with-holding of our: ſub. 
{criptzoncommanded by authoritic areatlength ſer 
mags png NE ne” © Wa 
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down in our publick and printed Proteſtations, Sep- 
tember 22,and December 18. inouranſwer;to the De. 
claration made by his Majeſties Commilsioner , and 
in theads ofthe lare Aſſembly,which properly own- 
eth the publick judgement and interpretation. of the 
confeſſion of Faith. Inall which itis found that the 
confeſſion commanded by. authoritie according tro 
the meaning putupon it, is in matters of Religion,not 
only contrarie to our ſubſcription in February, but al- 
ſo to theconfeſſionas it was meant and profeſſed in 
the year 15 80, and therefore could nat be ſubſcribed 
by us, except wewould by manifold perjurie have 
made our. ſelyeStranſgreſlours , and have broughtup- 
on our felvesafarre greater, weight of the wrath of 
God, then the firſt was , which by our ſubſcription 
welaboured tq avertand prevent.: Thirdly, That our 
. Covenant is a conſpiracie againſt the King pretended to bee 
. with God , for doin# the works of the devill. This isa 
blaſphemie,to which we are ſure, neither the Kings 
Majeſtie, norany. fearing God, can beacceſfory, and 

which addeth much to.our confidence. that the L.ord 
hath ratified in heaventhecutſe pronounced upon the 

Prelates, that he will reprove the words which hee 

hath heard uttered by them, and'that their work ſhall 
not proſper: And therefore comforting our ſelves 

inthe Lord our. God, who hath been pleaſed by ſo - 
many. fignes and undenyable evidences, to counte- 

nance-and confirme our Covenant , we bring againſt 

them no railing accuſation, but ſay,7The Lord that hath - 
choſen Ieruſalem rebuke them,and ſave the King. Laſtly, 

Our hoftile preparations to invade. England: Againlt - 
which as much hath been {aidand ſworne by ug in. 


our. 
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our late informations , as wetruſt hath given ſatisfa- 
Qion to all good ſubjects there, alrhough they had 
been ſo uncharitable, which we will never beleeve,as 
haſtily to have embraced fuch reports. Our beſt aRti- 
ons, & which ought to giveto that kingdome great- 
eſt contentment , will never by them be wreſted ro 
that ſenſe: And although the Prelates inthe mood of 
deſpaire to recover their lofſes , except by our ruine, 
traduce us to be deſperate hypocrites, yet the event 
will bear witneſle , that we have ſpoken, as men fear- 
-ing the great name of our God, with whom we have 
reneued our Covenant;and who, when his timecom. 
meth, will beavenged, whither upon our hypocriſie, 
or their calumnie. Yet our enemies, ſeeking the 
way to make ſuſpicion, where no cauſe is, havegiven 
out, That many, and ſome of the chiefeſt amongit ns, are 
 menof unquiet ſpirits, and broken fortunes, ec. But - 
inthis they havebeeneviladviſed. For ſuſpicions a- 
mong thoughts,are by wiſemen compared with bates 
among birds, which flee norat the noone-day, butin 
the rime of twilight. | It is known by all, whoare ac- 
. quainted with this Countrey , that almoſt the whole 
Kingdome ſtandeth tothe defence of this cauſe, and | 
thatthe chicfeſt oftheNobles, Barrons, and Burge(- 
ſes, are honouredin the places where they live for 
Religion , wiſedome, power , and wealth anſwerable 
to the condition of this Kingdome ; that the meaneſt 
ofthe commons who have joyned in this cauſe, are 
content of their meaneeſtates , with the enjoying of 
the Goſpel; and no.leffe knowa, that our adverſaries 
arenot for number,any confiderablepart of the King- 
dome, and that the chicfeſt ( ſetting aſide* ſome few 
ſtates- 
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ſtates-men , 8 ſich as draw their breath from court) 
areknown Athieſts, or profeſſed Papiſts, drowned 
in debt, denounced his Majeſties Rebels, for along 
time paſt, are under caption of theirgreditours , and 
havealready in their imaginations divided amongſt 
them the lands of the ſupplicants, which they hope 
to be poſſeſſed in, by the power of England. Bur we 
hope that by this ſhifc they may well be worſe , but 
they ſhall be no better. In the meane time againſt 
all theſe calumnies,theLord from heaven hath looked 
upon the integritie of our hearts,and in his wiſedome 
hath found the way to clear our innocencie. For be- 
fide our ſupplicationto the Councel 7a. 13. for this 
end, and our late information to England Feb. 4, we 
have the publick teſtimonie of the councel of the 
Kingdometo make it known. A letter feat to England 
from one George Sterlin in Edinburgh, with the adviſe 
of 70hn Sterlin commiſſar of Wigtows bothinneer re- 
lation tothe late pretended B.of Galloway,did come to 
ourhands,bearing what thePrelates now ſayzthis was 
exhibited to the councel, Feb. 22.828. with our com- 
plaint, ſupplicatien, atteſtation of the great name of 
God, and our own conſciences, and ofter of our ſub- 
ſcription , or any other meane of purgation. to the 
contrare, whereupon the Lords of privie councel, 
ſent upour ſupplication to the Kitgs Majeſtic, with 
their own, wherein they humbly ſapplicate,leſt upon . 
ſuch informations, his Majeſtie ſhould be more eaſily 
moved to think upon harder courſes , than he had 
heretofore been pleaſed ro keep with his Majeſties an- 
cient and nativekingdomeand ſubjes ; that his Ma- 
&ſtic in his accuſtomed fatherly care ofthe good and. 
; preſer-- 


. preſervation of this Kingdome,, would be pleaſed,to! 
refolveupon-ſome ſuch courſe, as without force* oF: 
armes , or ſhewing of his Princelypower, the eſtate: 
of this kingdome may be ſetled, as may be ſeenat: 
greater lengthintheletrer'irfelf. Weate challeng- 
ed'hete alſo as uſurpers of regall power.” Firſt; 5e- 


catſe 'we - have taken upon'us to command the print,” 


and forebidden and diſmiſted: the printer whom his 


Aajeie eftabliſhed. Thisis the old complaint of ' 
the Popiſh Prelats againſt our reformers inthe yeare. 


11559. and very untruly by theirſucceſſours renewed) 
againſt us: for we haveneitherdiſmiſſedinor forbid- 
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den the-printer , who ſtill hath his liberty, and refi- 


dencein Edinburgh. Nor doth the a& of the generall 


AfemBly, which wertake to be here meant , containe 


Al - Ae that carr beconſtrued robethe ufurpation - 
of regall power, orthe ſmaleſt diminution of the prix + 


| viledges royall about printing. Ir only forbideth | 


under the paine of Kirk cenſure to print'any-piece 


that'concerneth the Kirk, without warrand 'of the 
Kirk: A*power belonging to the Kirk in all kidg- 
domes, and ordinarly uſed in this Kirk, not only in 


the times of Popery, but ſince the reformation,'as is 


manifeſt by diverſe acts of Aſſemblies cenſuring ab- 
ofes of printing ,*appointing ſome treatiſes tobe 


« 


printed, and naming ſome'to reviſe what was tobe 


. *putto thepreſſe. Neither muſt we thinkthat the na- 


tionall Kirk is ſhorter in her liberties of this ſorr,then 


-our Univerſities are, who without reſtraint, ufe their 
-own liberty; nor willany man think”, that ſchollers 
ſhall havethe liberty toprint their propoſitions year» 


1y, without concrolemeat,and liberty ſhall be denied . - 
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ſirutions, Particulareprofeſiours nſeto publiſhtheir 


treariſes-with adjurations: of printers (becauſe they 


have ao furtherauthority ) that they,print them. nor 
inanother edition, nor in another character: and ſhall 
not the Kirk make uſe of tharauthority which Gov 
hath granted her, for her own peacegagd thegood of 
Religion? Secondly, becauſe we hat 
ſubjetts, raiſed armies , blocked up and beſieged his Ma- 
jefties caſtles tc. So many 'of theſe heavy challenges 
aShaveany ſhew-of truth; are ſofullygnd plainly an+. 
ſwered in our laſt proteſtation Decer#b. 18. that as 
the Prelats needed not to 1nake the objetion,ſo need 
we to makenonewanſwere, | 


In our laſt information intended for Enzland, be- 


fides that the «rue , honeſt and:loyall expreflions of 
our hearts, aretaken to be falſe, baſe'and fawning paſ- 
ſages: we-are particularly challenged of two fcanda- 
lous and-moſt notorious untruths: Ejrſt, that the ar-. 
wies now raiſed, are inthe hands of PaPtſts. Sorindeed 
werewe-informed; and therefore ſpake with this cau- 
tion (as we are informed) and why ſhall nat thecap- 
tainesand leaders of the armie, be ſutable tothe prime 
movers, the cauſe, and end of the work, all which: 
{mell ofRomeand of Popery? The other untruth is, 


that ſme of power in the Kirk of En giand have beenthe 


cauſe of taking armes for invaſion of this kingdome and of 
medling with our religion, This we offer ta verifie both 


. by write, and by the depoſition ofprime ſtarſ-men 


and Councellours , againſt ſome .Bitk-men there, 


namely againſt Canrerburie himſelf; that he did nego- 
_ tiake wich Kore, about the frame of our ſervice book 
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and Canons,. that with his ownhand healter ed, and 
 interlyned diverſe paſſages thereof, tending"to con- 
formity with Reme: A plot fo perilous, tharhad not 
theLorddifappointed it, Firſt, Scotlavd and then Enz+ 
land by him, and fuch as cooperate with him, had be- 
come,intheir religion, Romiſh. His reprinted confe- 
rence with M*. Fiſber, will not ſerve to vindicate his | 
reputation. And therefore we earneſtly intrear all 
in E:gland, that affect the truth of religion, aad the 
Kings honour, and alltrue Patriots that love the 
liberty , of the kingdome, to ſupplicate his Maje- 
ſtie for calling a Parliamentthere, thatthis myſterie 
of iniquity which hath been in working this time paſt 
may be diſcovered, and the prime agents therein, ac- 
cording to their demerits may be tryedand puniſhed, 
and that this craft and treacherie, in joyning both 
kingdomes in a blooay war, thatby weakning both, 
Rowe may be built in the midſt of us, and the Pope 
inend ſet overall, may be feenand diſappointed, that 
Gop may havehis ownglory,the King his honour; 
and his fubjets may be in ſafety, from forrainety- 
ranie over their bodies, and foules. - 7 
Leaſtthe Prelats ſhould paſſe any point true or falſe 
_ that may ſerve their turne, This alſo is laide to our 
charge; that the Kings lawos are ina manner oppreſſed 
by us , in ſo much that the judges are ſo awed as they dare 
hardly proceed according to Iiw, The primejudges of 
the land remember,thatby them juſtice hath been re- 
fuſed us, according to law; not from theirown dif- 
pofition, but for fearero offend againſt miffives pro- 
cured againſt us: we muſt afo now remember, that 
having of late requyred letters ofhorning and capti- 
on, 


on, againſt theexcommunicate Prelats, conforme to 
the at of Parliament; whereof they uſe not to deny 
the common benefite to the meineſt ſubje&t z The 
Lords of Seſſion reſolved upona lctrer to be ſent to 
his Majeſtic March 2. wherein they bring his Maje- 
ſties pleaſure, fignified by !his Majeſties command, 
and otherwiſe, as the only cauſe of refaſing theſe let- 
ters, according to the a of Parliament, and withall 
joyntheir moſtardent deſires and humble wiſhes for 
fuch peace and quietnefle ro thekingdome as irhath 
1njoyed before. Which evidenceth that not onlythe 
laws, butthe judges are forus, and that from conſci- 
ence of their duty to Goo , the King and countrey, 
and not from feare and aw fromus. WHY 

. Tomakeall thathathbeen ſaid the more credible, 
it is alledged that ſome of ws refuſe both the oath of al- 
ledgeance and ſupremacie, and publickly mantaine that we 
are not oblidged. to takethe ſume,and that three Srotiſh- 
men taken in Wales , are at this day, impriſoned for de- 


nying theſe oathes, Wecan fay nothing of rheſeraken 


in Valles, neither there perſons nor their purpoſes 
being knownto us. Ir ſeemeth thatthe inquifition is 
hore there. But for our ſelves, although there be a 
difference berwixt the oath ofalledgeance, and fypre. 
macie, and we cannot take the oath of ſupremacie as 
itis extended, and gloſfed by the flattering Prelats, 


yet we heartily rander that rohis Majeſttewhich is 


due and uferh to be givenby reformed and ſonnd di- 
vines to the civill Magiſtrate, knowing that the Fifth 
command comaining the duty of ſubjects to ther 
Princes and rulers, is the Firſt commandinent ofthe 
ſcond table, and that our confeſſion of faith , ac 


2 


G2 knowledgerh 


< 6s (57) 
knowledgeth his Majeſtic to be: the Lordsvice-ge- 


rant on carth:to whom the conſervation andpurgati- 


on of religion, doth belong. 


As this is the conception which our enemics have 


begotten in his Majeſties mindeagainſt us, fo may we 
learne by this declaration, what his Majeſties inten- 
tions are —_— Kirk and kingdome, and what 
birth' may be looked for, if divine providence by 
changing the heart of. our King , or by ſome other 
way known - to himſelf, make not anabortion, or 
chock it in time. For firſt, through the incurable ſu- 
perſtition and inveterate malice of the Prelats againſt 
the reformed religion, declaration is made., that 6 
introducing the ſervice book there was not the leaſt thought 
of innovation of religion, but meerly to have aconfor- 
with with the worſhip of God which s obſerved in both 
the other kingdomes ; though evil minded men have wre- 
fed ſome things in it to a ſinitrous ſenſe. Thus theſer- 
vice book is ſtill no innovation of religion, but by 
our finiſtrous ſenſe, is madeto ſeemſo: conformitie 
with the worſhip of G © » in other kingdomes, is 
urged upon us, aS if we were, tabula raſa, and had not 
a forme of worſhip eſtabliſhed by the aQts of the Kirk 
and laws of thekingdome: meerly to; have conformi- 
ty is averred, although the manifold lituresand in- 
terlynings of the ſervice book, ufed in both the 
other kingdomes teſtifie the contrare, by the hands 
of our own Prelates and- of Caxterburie himſelf, 
Hence wee muſt pay. for-abuſing the book, and 
the book it ſelf muſt in the own: time be recei- 
ved. Secondly, throughthe pride and greed ofour 


 Prelates, Epiſcopall government muſt be retained as it is. 


I | | eftabliſhed 
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eftubliſbed by aits of Parliament ; 45. known to thewhole 
world to be. moſt: Chrijtian in it ſelf', mgſf, peaceable- 


- for the cevill eſtate, moſt conſonant to Monarchigall 


government,and without which the Parliament will not 
ftand-compleat of three eſtates: Although the truth 
is,” there: be no a& of Aſſembly, nor of Parlia- 
ment for that office in this kingdome, that ir is 
known to reformed Chriſtendome, rather to be 
antichriftian in ir ſelf, moſt prejudiciall to the peace 
of the civilleſtate, - and hath in all nations proven 
the moſt pernicious enemy to Monarchs, 'and true 
Monarchicall government. Aad that the Parliament 
hath-been, may be,.and is.in the nature thereof,com- 
pleat and perfe& without this excreſcence... Hence 
Biſhops we muſt have jure divino to ſervethe will 
of the Prince in the worſhip of Gov, and theſe as 
lordly as ever before. Thirdly , Ng Covenant muit be 
indured to which the Kings Majeſtie ſhall not conſent, 
and our Covenant only pretended to be with God, that we 
may with better countenance de the morks of thedevill, 
ſuch as are treaſons and rebellions, Hence our Cove- 
nant can be no- more endured then treaſon and re.. 
bellion, and the Covenanters cither renounce God,. 


" ſo ſolemaly atteſted by them, or puniſhed as re- 


bels and traitours. Fourthly., the- queſtion. & cona 
ceived to.bee - no more ahout- the ſervice book and E- 
Piſcopall government : But whether the Kings Ma- 
Jeftie ſhall bee our King or not: And # determined: 
that we have ſtricken at the very root of Kinzly govern-. 
ment, wvilified the regall power in his. Majeſtites per-. 
fon, and aſſumed it to our ſelves. | 
Fifthly, itis declared, that his Majeſtie is forced td take. 
| | PS 
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_- comethome againe our Pretats andrheirabjured go-. 
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armes to ftablifh and ſer his Kingly ans bharity right bers, 
10'\dhe the Wt of as rake pal indure no fuck Col 
Venant"ss We have wade, Hence reſolutions raken 
and declared, that for eſtabliſhing the fervive book 
and epiſcopall.government z for aboliſhing of our 


Covenant,and for beingavenged on us, as rebels and. 


traitours, his Majeſtic cometh-in a hoſtile war, with 
all che power that can be raiſedin Erzland, by all o- 
ther meanes and by this Proclamation, which is or- 
dained to be' reade intime of divine ſervice, in every 
Kirk withinthe kingdome, for that effect. 

' Our part inthis caſeis to reſolve, whither we will, 
with fin and ſhame lie under the prefling weight of fo 


many foule aſperſions, as rarely in the worſt times 


have been laide upon Chriſtians, receivethe ſervice 
book, as the only forme of divine worſhip, which is 
declared by the Aﬀembly to be a maſſe oferrours,ſa- 
perſtition, idolatry and amichriſtian tyranmic, wel- 


verninent,condemne our reformers and the glorious 
work of reformation. renounce our Covenant and 
be ſo many times perjured as we have fworne and 
ſubfcribedthe ſame, loffeall our labours and paines, 
beſtowed for fo largea time in ſo g00da cauſe, open 
with onr own hands a wide doore, and by our ex- 
ample thew a brode way fortheentring of Popery 
& of all changes in religion hereafter lay aſtumbling 


| block inthe Kings way to thekingdome of heaven, 


and hinder the Queens converfion, give offence toall. 
the reformed Kirks who have been praying forus, 
harden the hearts and ſtrengthen the hands of all che 


ctiemies of the truth at home and abroad, makeour. 


ſelves 
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ſelves anodions ſpeQacleto men and angels, forget 
our bygone ſlavery and our wiſhes for redemption, 
deny our own experience ofthe mercy truth and po- 
wer of Go», ſo many times, and fo many wayes, to 
our unſpeakable comfort , manifeſted this time by- 
paſt, loffe the pofterity and the children that ſhall 
come after us, who ſhall mourne in miſery fer our 
miſdeeds, make the faces of fo many ro bluſh and be 
aſhamed, becauſe of us, leave nothing but laments to 
our friends and jubilees of joy to our enemies, inter- 
rupt. the march of-the Lorp' of hoſts up- 
on the earth, and wreſt his diſ-played banner out 
of his hands, pull the crown from the head of 
CHurIisr Our. judge, our lawgiver and our 
King , grieve and reſiſt the holy Ghoſt ,' pull 
down the golden-candleſtick and put owt thelight, 
and bring all theplagues that are written.jn- the book 
of Gov upon us, ſo thatall nations ſhall fay, where- 


fore hath the Lord done this uato this fand ? VV hat 


meaneththe heate of this his great anger? Then'men 
ſhall ſay becauſe they have forſaken the Covenant of 
the Lord, therefore aretheſcevils come uponthem; 
A wordof defection couldno ſooner come from our 
mouthes bur the horrour of hell ſhould'emerin our 
fouls:Or rather on the contrary ufe-the power which 
Govhath putin our hands,not forinvading England, 


. ordding the ſmaleſt harme to any of the: people. of 


G o » who trouble not our peace; curſed: be: the 
breaſts that harbour fuch intentions, and. the hands 
that execute them, but meerly for our owndefenee 
and ſafety againſt armed violence and unjuſtinvaſion, 
And therefore where it is demanded in the Proch- 
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mation what we ivill defend; weanſwereznot our dif-: 
obedience but. our religion , liberties and lives: And 
whetfe it-is asked againſt whom we will defend; Leaſt 
our inteations or aRions ſhould be miſtaken , by 
ſuchas are; not acquainted with our caſe, or miſcon- 
ſtrued, as contrary tothe doArine of found divines, 
or. tothe laudable practiſes vf Chriſtians-ofold, or of 
late, wedeſirethar diſtintion may be made, and dif 
ference put. between the King reſident inthe King- 
dome,and by opening his ears to'both parties, right- 
ly informed, and the King farre from us inanother 
kingdome, hearing the one partie, and miſ-informed 
by our adverſaries: Between the King as King, pro- 
ceeding royally according to the laws ofthe King- 
dome againſtrebels, andrhe King asa man comming 
downfromhis throne(arthe foote whereofthe hum-. 
ble ſupplication of his ſubjects lyeth unanſwered ) 8 
marching furiouſly againſt his loyall and weal-mean- 
ing people:Betweena:King who is a ſtranger to Reli- 
gion,and tyed no further , but according tohis own 


leaſure, to theprofeſſours of Religion, living in his . 


ominions, and our Kiug profeſſing withus the ſame 
religion; and obliged by his Fathers deed, 8& his own 
oath, ro defend us his:own ſubjes,our lives, religi- 
on, liberties & laws: Again,difference would be pur, 


berweenſome private perſons taking armes for reſi» | 


ſtance, & inferiour Magiſtrats, Tudges, CounceMors, 
nobles,” Peeres of the land, Parliament men, Barrons, 
Burgeſles,and the-whole bodic of theKingdome(ex- 
cept ſomefew either Courteours,ſtats- men, Papiſts, 
or popiſhly affected, andtheir adherents) ſtanding 
to their ow defence : Between ſubjects riſing, or 

WE ſtanding 
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tanding out ; againſt-law and reaſon that they may , 
bee freed from. the yoke of their obedience, and. a+ 
people holding faſt theiralledgeance to their Sover- 
aigne , and inall humilitie ſupplicating for Religion 
and juſtice., between a people labouring by armes to 
introduce novations in Religon contrarie to the laws, 
and a people -ſeeking-nothing ſo much as againſt all 
innovations, to. have the ſame Religionratified, which 
hath beenprofeſſed ſince the reformation, and hath 
not only been ſolemnely ſworn long ſince by the 
Kings Majeſtie , and by the whole Kingdome both of 
oldand of late, but alſo commanded by the Kings ' 
Majeſtic to be ſworn by his Counſellours , and com- 
manded by his Councell to bee ſubſcribed by all the 
people as it was profeſſed at firſt: Betweena people 
pleading for their own phantaſies and foolaries,or in- _ 
ventions,anda peopleſuſpending their judgementand 
'pradtiſe about things controverted., till they ſhould 
be determined by anationall Aſſembly,the only pro- 
perand competent judicatorie , and after determina- 
tion,receiving and ſtanding forthe concluſions ofthe 
Aſſembly. ,Whither.inthis caſe; and mattersiſo ſtan. 
ding, wee ſhall:ftand. to our: owndefence, we are 
taught by thelight and law of nature, by the word of 
God intheold and new teſtament, by the Covenant 
betwixt the people and God, by the end for which 
Magiſtrates are ordained of God , by our ſtanding in 
our order andline of ſubordination under God , .the 
greatSuperiour, when our immediate Superiours go 
out of their line&order,by, the teſtimonies of the beſt 
divines and ſound politicians and Lawyers,even ſuch 
as plead moſt contra Honarchomaches, by the: m E 
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tuall contra betwixt the King and rhe people at the 
Coronation, by.a&s of Parliament, and by: the ex- 
ample of our owa prediceſſours. _ UIEÞ 
And now for our brethrea and neighbours, in 
England , whoſe cares, we ſuppoſe, have been filled 
with this Proclamation in their particular Kirks ; 
From that honour which we ow unto authoritie, as 
the ordinance of God,and from the naturall and loy- 
all affetion which we bear unto our King and dread 
Soveraigne, borne and baptized amongſt us , weare 
unfainedly, and fromour hearts. grieved that firſt his 
facred cares ſhould beſo farre poſſefſed, and next his 
royall Name'ſo farre abuſed by wicked men, asto 
receiveand give way toſo many abſurd and incredi- 
ble falſe calumnies againſt a whole Nation, his own 
native Countrey and Kingdome; Iris too manifeſt 
howextremly pernitious , and damnageable are ca- 
lumaies, eſpecially univerſall ones of rhis kinde, and 
therefore'to repreffe them , ought not any kaw or or- 
dinance be ſpared , that may ferve to the purpoſe; 
From thar love which is due from us unto them, ro 
whom'in verie many refpects ;'and by many ftr 
bands naturall, civilland fpirituall, we are fibberand 
more nearly joyned, then to.any other Nation or 
people on carth, wee are heartily forie that their 
Kirks and hearingare taken up with ſack diſcontſes 
and would wonder attheir credulitie, ifrhey ſhould 
be beleeved by them; yet becauſe fpecches: may be 
the ſeminaries of ſedition, even amoaneſt brethren, 
who are at greateſt diftance when they have-onee 
begun ro divide and difcord, we muſt intrear( if with 
fo wiſe a Nationthere beanyaced- of intreatier)} thae 
gh a 
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they wil not naponany declaration which they have' 
heard, be ſuddenly ſtirred ro atrempts againſt us ro 
our muruall hurt, orwitha golden hook tocatch ſo 
ſinall commodities, as may bee hoped for in ſuch a 
watre, and by ſo doing, make both Natiens a'mock- 
ingtoftrangers,andthis Yland which hath been ble{- 
fed with ſo long a peace, to be a field of blood ,and 
a prey to our commonenemies , whonow for many 
years have been looking upon us withanevileye,and 
are ſtill waiting foran evil houre:thar when they hear - 
of atiyofour preparations for defence, or ofanyofour 
aQRions which to us are ſo'neceffarie, that without: 
them our defence is impoſsible, and wherein there is' 
no wrong done, orintended againſt them ; they will 
judgecharitably of us ;/and'of our doings in fuch art 
exigent and extremity, as this is ,' and that they will 
wiſely aad chriſtianly, ſuppoſing our caſe tobe their 
own, make uſe of that eommon rule ofequity,whatſ7- 
ever ye would that others didto you, do ye even ſo tothem. 
Fhat hereafter,reports and declarations:made againſt 
us byour enemies, be notfuddenlybeleeved;fince the: 
anthours, fromtheconſcience of their own'deceirfull 
dealing, publiſh thetn amongſt the Eyg/ih-only,who! 
cannor controlethe untrith of them, and keep then 
up fromtheknowledge of this kingdome, wherethey 
cannot abide the common light: and eriall; every 
one of the commons knowing their forgerie and 
falſhood', And whetr any of them happen to come. 
to our hands, the difficuttie and danger is ſo great in 
carying our anſwers, and the true information, as' 
matters now ſtand, unto their knowledse. 'And 
that they will atlaſt , both poure'forth their prayers 
kN | =. 2 | to 


a - VA __ CM IC FP EY MET WW « _ SOR wibedebid 5 Sn by Da 
< 30% Ray, _ ee Roe TSS: - , p 
TY: - ” Cos ; No | *% 


'to. G o-v' and their ſupplications:to- the: King. in- 
| our behalf; ,and; if need; be, uſe their power for our: | 
lawfull defence. againſt merce-naries and wicked-men 
the ſons of Belzall, Arewe not their own brethren, 
their own fleſh,and- bone ©Are we not all uader one- 
roof, .in,one andthe ſame ſhipe; and:members of one 
body: Their-rcligious-progenitours atthe timeigf re- 
formation, vouchſafed us their help andaſſiſtance for 
eſtabliſhing the reformed. religion, ineither have we 
ſo evill deſerved, norare they ſo far; degenerated, as. 
tharwehave reaſon to feare , that we.ſhallbedeſerted. 
by them at. this time , the'cauſebeing the ſame, the 
caſe not much differentand the perſons only chang= 
ed, Our falvation;is common. Ler us togetherear- 
neſtly. contend, for; the faithwhich,was,gncedclive- 
red, to the Saints, thatmercy peace, andloye may be. 
multipliedunto us». - on i bog lon, 

-Conſidering'alſo how: far ourlateaQtions againſt 
the perſons of our; greateſt: enemies and. the chief 
ſtrengths of the kingdome, as ofithe caſtle of Edrn. 
burgh,& care ſubje&to theobloquies ofſuch,as have 
eo. the worſt-ſenſe, wreſted all our ,former counſels 
and neceſſary concluſions; and may;be miſtaken by 
our.friends, who-looking at agreat diſtance, cannot 
well perceive the ripeneſſe. of the occaſion, and op- 
portunity of .our;doing, we judged it neceſſary-for fi- 
lencing the one ,and-forſatisfyingthe other,romake 
knowato all, how we were driven'to this by the pre- 
{ent  exigence -of our affaires for our Iawfull and ne- 
ceſlary defence. ja pn rh Th 

; It cannot be unkaown to all the ſubjes of this. 
kingdome, what have been the terrqursand threat- 
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nings of diverſe Proclamations athome;, as of char, 
Tuly.4. and ofthe other Decem. 18. And to many it 
' Is knownalſo what miffives have been dire&edto the. 
Nobles and Gentlemen of England,for attending the 
royallbanner at Torke April 1. and what Proclamati- 
ons have been madein Ezzland , both-that of the date- 
Tans.. 29..and above all the laſt declaration Feb. 27. 
condemning our loyall proceedings,our humble ſup- 
plications, our legall Proteſtations, our trueand mo-. _ 
deſt informations , and our very intentions (after we 
have atteſte& :Gop. ſo many times andſo ſolemnly 
on the contrare) as falſe and traiterous , our felves as 
rebels and traitours, and therefore denouncing war 
in the moſt hoſtile manner againſtus. We are not ig- 
norant what letters have been ſent to ſome of our - 
cold-friends, toexcitethem, and ſome of ourprofeſ- . 
' ſedenemies,toembolden and ſtrengthen themagainſt - 
us, with moneys and munition, and with direQions. . 
' _ and order for the wayes of their combination and 
| running together with their forces ; and on the other 
| fide, of the large promiſes and bold undertakings, of * 
our diſ-natured countrey-men, ſomeat courtand o- 
thers at home, to mak uparmies of {9 many thouſads 
in.the; North and South parts ofthe-kingdome, for - 
environing us onall ſides. The Scoriſh Councelours, ., 
Nobles,and Gentlemen about court are made to ſub- 
ſcribe the Kings Covenant withthis addition ; That | 
| they ſhall not acknowledge the late generall Aſſem-. 
% bly, that they ſhallnot adheare to the-late Coyenant - 
| and band ſworn andſubſcribed by.us.; And that they, | 
-thall oppoſe againſt us to thebeſt of their power as , 
they ſhall be direted by his Majeſtics commer | 
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- cording to theſe. warnings and ' preparatiotis,” the: 
Kings houſhold hath entered on their journey, Mon-. 


day laſt Irarch 18. The King himfelftakerh poſt 
Wedneſday next March 27. intending on the third 
day to beat Torke, or New-ca#le, to march forward 
with his-forces'; The Scoriſh Noble-men appointed: 


tocomehome, accompanied with skilled command-. 


crsto draw together their friends and followers, to 


put them in order, and under their generall the-Mar- 
queſie of Hammiltonto joyn with our forraine enemies 


attending the Kings Majeſtie. ' The Earl of Lizd-ſey 
gocth to ſes with-17. of the Kings great ſhips furni- 
ſhed withthree thouſand Souldiours,tocome.intheir 
expeditionto fuchplaces of this kingdome, as their 
commiſſion,whenirt is unſealed, ſhall command them 
Six hundreth horCmen-are' to be ſent prefently to 
wards Scotland, to infelt the borders; our enemies: 
at home are waiting for their comming ; ourexcom- 
municate Prelatsand their adhearentsare fledto-Exz=: 
1nd; the lands and eftates of Noblemen, of chief Bar- 
rones & Burgeffes, who havejoyned inthis:caufe,are 


deſigned as a fpoilto be partedamongſt our enemies, 


While matters ſtand thus, And the maineconfidence 
of our adverſe partie and purſuers is placed in our di- 
viſions, in the power of ſome Papiſts and others of 
note amongſt our ſelves, and in ſome places which 
arc appointedto be ſtrengths for defence of the king- 
dome againſt forraine invaſion(as isar length cleared 


in our Proteſtation ) eſpecially the: caftle of Zdin-. 


burgh, a chief member of our incorporationand the 


place of our meetings ; There was no.timefor longer - 


delay, bur inthis extremity we muſt cither do. or die 
002495” 2 6ither 
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"either defend our ſelves or come inthe reverence of 


our enemies, whoſe mercies are cruell. And therefore 

ſuch diſpatch, as yehave heard, inmatters neceſſarly 
ſerving for our defence, hath been uſed in Edinburgh 
and in other parts ofthe land, 

 Wherethis work will end, the Lord whoſe work 

it is, and who hath led us ſo far on,he knoweth; and 
as we reſolveto ſtay where we finde not his preſence 
going withus: So are weable tojuſtifie what we ha ve 
now deſigned and done,to the conſciences of all men: 
Shall defence be neceſſary ,. and ſhall the neceſſary 
meanes , without which there can be no defence, be 
judged unlawfull ? May we not prevent the blot as 
lawfully, as repell it? is not the taking of the wea- 
pons out ofthe hands of our boaſting enemies and the 
apprehending of ſuch as draw the Kings Majeſtie r6 
ſo hard courſes againſt his ſubjects , as Jawfull, as the 
defenſive war it felf, andis itnot more fafe bath for 
the King and the kingdome, thento take them in bat- 
/ tell 2 The law both naturall and civillreacherh, that 
ad defenſionem ſuf fictt, quod pracedat off enſa vel juſtus 
timor offenſe, nec debet quis expectare primunm ittum: 
elins enim juraintatta ſervare, quam poſt vulneratam 
cauſam remedinm quarere. Quando precedunt ſigna & 
attus manifeſts off enfronts, & quand aliter noſmet tuer; 
z0n poſſumms tum inculpata ac neceſ{aria dicttur rutela,, at 
in dubio inſultatus quicquid facit in incontinent? preſir- 
witur ad ſui defenſion? facere, It is enough fordefence 
that offer of offece, oz juſt fear of offence go before, - 
All our reaſons for lawfull defence and for guarding - 
the caſtle ofEdinbyrgh,militate for us inthe ſurpryſall - 
thereof in this caſe and at this time. This neceſſary - 
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Gelmnanic , and of our own nation, when for the de- 
Fence of their religion.or liberties they rookarmes, 
which they: offered alwayes to lay down howſfoon | 
they ſhould be ſecured; Likeas, we declare at this 
time, that wetake armes not for invaſien, notfor al- 
teration of the civill government, not for wronging 
any mans perſon,orto poſſeſle what belongeth to any 
man; but forthe defence of our religion, liberties and 
lives, That even-when we hold our ſword in the one 
hind, we will-preſeat otr humble ſupplication to his | 
ſacred Majeſtic withthe other ; that how-ſoon our 
ſupplication is. granted, our ſelves ſecured, and the 
peace of the Kirk and kingdome fetled, we ſhall ſuf- 
fer our ſwords to-fall from us, ſhall leave nothingin 
our power unperformed for perfe&pacification,and 
ſhall vow to live and die in obedienceto his Maje- 
ſties laws, and mantainance of his Majeſties royall 
perſon and authority, which we heartily wiſhaad 
earneſtly pray, that Gop would incline his Majeſtie 
toheare, before matters be deſperate, and the rupture 
become uncurable, ON | 
Reviſed, according to the ordinance of the generall 
.._.. Aſembly, by me M*; A. *ary a thereto: 
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